A Restored Relationship December 21, 2009

Earlier this Advent season we observed that weitiveebroken world populated by broken people whose
relationships with God and other people are damagedsaw, too, that God has promised to repairesidbre
what we have broken.

Let's look at one of God’s promises recorded bygtaphet Jeremiah.

¥ «The days are coming,” declares the LORD,
“when | will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel
and with the house of Judah.
321t will not be like the covenant
| made with their ancestors
when | took them by the hand
to lead them out of Egypt,
because they broke my covenant,
though | was a husband to them,”
declares the LORD.

% 4This is the covenant | will make with the house of Israel
after that time,” declares the LORD.
“I will put my law in their minds
and write it on their hearts.
| will be their God,
and they will be my people.
* No longer will they teach their neighbors,
or say to one another, ‘Know the LORD,’
because they will all know me,
from the least of them to the greatest,”
declares the LORD.
“For | will forgive their wickedness
and will remember their sins no more.”

Jeremiah 31:31-34 (TNIV)

What an incredible promise! When we disobeyed Gedwmke our relationship with Him. But God has
promised to forgive our sins and to restore owti@hship with Him. He’s going to work in our hesagend
minds so that we will know Him and be His people.

God’s Christmas present to each of us includespipertunity to have a restored relationship witmHAs the
Apostle John puts it, “to all who did receive hitmthose who believed in his name, he gave the tah
become children of God” (John 1:12 TNIV). God h#fer@d each of us forgiveness and restoration tjitou
faith in His Son, Jesus. What could be a bettersthas present than that?

Reflection and Discussion

* Do you think of yourself as a child of God? Whydry not?
* How is your relationship with God? Where is it sig@ How could it improve?

Prayer
Loving Father,

What an amazing promise You have given us! Thougiave broken our relationship with You, You have
promised to forgive us. Thank You for Your love ajrdce and forgiveness. Please draw us near to
Yourself. Help us to know how much You love us, atréngthen our love for You. Please give us hearts
share Your love with those around us so that meople may come to know Your matchless love for them

Amen.



